
ENTERING EIGHTH GRADE--2021-2022
Summer Reading

Welcome to 8th grade!  Find a sunny corner in your house or at the beach and read, read, read.

Objective:   Energize your brain by reading at least three books and completing the activities noted.

1. Must read this book:
Blue Joyce Moyer Hotstetter
Ann Fay Honeycutt accepts the role of "man of the house" when her father leaves to fight Hitler because she wants to do
her part for the war. She's doing well with the extra responsibilities when a frightening polio epidemic strikes, crippling
many local children. Her town of Hickory responds by creating an emergency hospital in three days. Ann Fay reads each
issue of the newspaper for the latest news of the 1944 epidemic, but soon she discovers for herself just how devastating
polio can be. As her challenges grow, so does her resourcefulness. In the face of tragedy, Ann Fay discovers her ability to
move forward. She experiences the healing qualities of friendship and explores the depths of her own faithfulness to those
she loves—even to one she never expected to love at all.

There are three major topics throughout Blue: the devastating effect of war on families, determination in the face
of adversity, and overcoming prejudices. Choose ONE of the topics to discuss in your 500-word paragraph responding to
the following prompt: How has this issue affected you? Have you had personal experience or have been witness to
someone else facing this issue? Choose one example from the novel and one example from your life to respond.

2. Select two books and read them. Complete ONE project for ONE of the books. You may complete
one extra project for extra credit.

Almost Astronauts: 13 Women Who Dared to Dream Tanya Lee Stone
The Princess Bride William Goldman
“The President Has Been Shot!”: The Assassination of John F. Kennedy James L. Swanson
Bomb: The Race to Build and Steal the World’s Most Dangerous Weapon Steve Sheinkin
Ender’s Game Orson Scott Card
The Book Thief Markus Zusak
Code Talker Joseph Bruchac
The Grapes of Wrath John Steinbeck

Complete one of these activities for each of your books:

● Movie trailer: Make a movie trailer of your book so that you can entice others to read it.  A movie
trailer is usually less than 2 minutes and it provides insights to the book without giving away the whole
story.  You will probably need an iPad or other device with a movie making app to do this.

▪ Here is an example of a trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM
● Letter to the author: write a letter to your book’s author.  Using proper letter writing format, write a

letter to the author sharing your comments about the book as you would if you were asked to review it
by him/her.  Proper letter formation can be found here:

o https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/653/02/
● Illustrate: Please choose your favorite passage and illustrate it. Minimum size is 8x11 or create a three

dimensional construction.  In a paragraph, explain the passage and the importance to the book’s plot.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=erjRxbX4CzM
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/653/02/

